
Umpire I Exam 

Please select the best answer to each of the following questions. A passing grade is 70%. 

To take the exam, print out the .pdf file, then circle the letter next to each of your answers. When you are done, scan the 

test, save it as a file that includes your first and last name (e.g. chris_smith_exam.pdf), and e-mail the file to 

umpires@bedfordsoftball.com. If you prefer, you can mail the completed exam to: 

Bedford Girls Softball League 

Attn: Umpire exam 

1 Hardy Road #120 

Bedford, NH 03110. 

 

You can refer to any BGSL documentation while completing this exam 

 

1. A runner on 2nd base steals third after a pitch has crossed the plate. The catcher throws to the 3rd baseman, but 

the ball sails over her head and into left field. The runner who stole 3rd runs home: 

a. Run counts because the runner properly advanced on an overthrow that stayed in the field of play 

b. Run does not count because a runner stealing 3rd cannot advance on a failed attempt to put her out; 

runner is out. 

c. Run does not count because a runner stealing 3rd cannot advance on a failed attempt to put her out; 

runner returns to 3rd base. 

d. Run counts because the catcher has committed an error. 

 

2. With a runner on 2nd, the batter hits to the infield. The shortstop’s throw to 1st base bounces short, gets past the 

1st baseman, and hits the fence. Place the runners: 

a. Batter stays on 1st and the runner on 2nd moves to 3rd 

b. Batter advances to 2nd and the runner on 2nd scores 

c. Batter stays on 1st and the runner on 2nd returns to 2nd 

d. Batter advances to 2nd and the runner on 2nd moves to 3rd 

 

3. A batter standing in the batter’s box is hit lightly on the foot by a pitch that rolls out of the pitcher’s hand. The 

batter: 

a. Must advance to 1st base 

b. Can advance to 1st base, but can opt to stay at bat 

c. Stays at bat because the contact was not significant 

d. Is out 

 

4. A batter hits the ball to 2nd base. As the fielder plays the ball, you realize that the right fielder was standing on 

the infield dirt when the ball was hit. The infielder plays the ball and throws to first, where the 1st baseman drops 

the ball, but secures it on the ground with her bare hand just before the batter reaches 1st.  The 1st baseman’s 

foot was in contact with the base. The batter is: 

a. Safe. The 1st baseman must catch the throw in her glove for it to count. 

b. Safe. The right fielder was incorrectly positioned in the infield, so the defensive play does not count. 

c. Out. The play should not have begun with the outfielder out of position. 

d. Out. The outfielder’s incorrect position is worthy of mention to the defensive coach, but is not penalized, 

and the 1st baseman’s control of the ball and contact with the base are sufficient for an out. 

 

5. Two teams meet for a game. One team has 7 players, and the other has 11. The game will be played how? 

a. The team with 11 players can only use 7 to make things fair. 

b. The team with 11 players may use all players, and can lend defensive players to the other team so long 

as those players do not miss an at-bat. 



c. The team with 7 players must forfeit the game if they cannot find 4 more players. 

d. Two players from the team that has 11 players must play for the other team for the whole game. 

 

6. After 4 balls, a batter’s coach is called onto the field to pitch to her. The coach and the pitcher should be 

positioned how? 

a. The coach must pitch from 32’, and the pitcher leaves the field until the at-bat is over. 

b. The coach may pitch from a distance designed to let their player hit and the pitcher will move to be next 

to the coach regardless of how close. 

c. The coach must pitch from 32’, but the pitcher can move in as close as she wants to play defense. 

d. The coach may pitch from a distance designed to let their player hit, but for safety the pitcher must 

remain at her original position. 

 

7. The home team is leading 5-3 at the end of the 5th inning, and 86 minutes has elapsed. How much more softball, 

if any, is to be played? 

a. The 6th inning will be played because the 90-minute limit has not been reached, and both halves of the 

inning can be played even if the home team leads going into their half of the inning. 

b. The 6th inning will not be played, as there is no way to finish an inning in the 4 minutes remaining before 

the time limit. 

c. The 6th inning will be played, but if the visiting team does not tie or take the lead in the top of the inning 

the game must end. 

d. The 6th inning will not be played because 5 innings constitutes an entire game for purposes of playoff 

seeding. 

 

8. A pitcher throws an illegal pitch: 

a. The pitch is automatically a ball, and all base runners advance one base. 

b. The pitch can be ruled a ball or strike, but all runners advance one base. 

c. Dead ball, and all runners advance one base. 

d. The pitch is ruled a ball or strike as if it were thrown legally, and the umpire will choose a spot in the 

game to speak to the pitcher or her coach about the infraction. 

 

9. There is a close play at home, and you call the runner out. The runner’s coach approaches you from the dugout 

and politely questions whether or not the catcher had control of the ball. What is the best way to handle the 

situation? 

a. Advise the coach that they are not permitted on the field during play, but that you will discuss the play 

with them between innings. The umpire-in-chief should be made aware of the incident. 

b. Be prepared to argue your call with the coach; stand your ground and make your point as loudly as 

necessary. 

c. Stop play and bring both coaches on the field and let whoever had the best view of the play make the 

call. 

d. Remove the coach from the game. 

 

10. With the bases loaded and 3 runs scored in the inning, a batter hits the ball into the outfield. The outfield throws 

to 2nd base, attempting to get the runner who started the play on 1st, but the ball is dropped. The runners who 

started the play on 2nd and 3rd both score. The result is: 

a. The runners still on base are allowed to advance because the defensive effort at 2nd failed; both runs 

scored are counted. 

b. The runners still on base must remain in place because the defense has returned the ball to a base; only 

1 run counts because that will total 4 for the inning. 

c. The runners still on base are allowed to advance because the defensive effort at 2nd failed; only 1 run 

counts because that will total 4 for the inning. 

d. The runners still on base must remain in place because the defense has returned the ball to a base; both 

runs scored are counted. 


